
Westwood Elementary Parent Involvement Policy 2016-17 

 

Parent Involvement Policy - Revised August 2016 

Westwood School 

2016-2017 

 

Part I.  General Expectations 

 

Westwood Elementary School agrees to implement the following statutory requirements: 

       1.  Along with parents, we will develop, distribute, and agree upon the School Parental Involvement Policy.  

       2.  Parents will be notified about the School Parental Involvement Policy in a clear and understandable 

format. 

       3.  The School Parent Involvement Policy will be available to the local community. 

       4.  The School Involvement Policy will be periodically updated to meet the changing needs of the parents 

and the school. 

       5.  The school will adopt the School-Parent Compact for Achievement as a component of the School Parent 

Involvement Policy. 

       6.  Westwood School agrees to be governed by the following statutory definition of parental involvement, 

and will carry out programs, activities, and procedures in accordance with this definition: 

  Parental involvement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful  

            communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, ensuring: 

 That parents play an integral role in assisting the child in learning 

 That parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school 

 That parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in 

decision making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of the child 

 That all parents at Westwood are welcome in the decision about how the 1 percent of 

Title I Part A funds are spent on parental involvement  

 Providing full opportunities, to the extent practicable, for the participation of parents with 

limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, neglected and delinquent, 

McKinney Vento, homeless, and parents of migratory children, including providing 

information and school reports required under section 1111 of the ESEA in an 

understandable and uniform format and including alternative formats upon request, and, 

to the extent practicable, in a language parents understand 

 

Part II.  How the School Will Implement the Required School Parental Involvement Policy Components 

 

      1.  Westwood School will take the following actions to involve parents in the development of its School 

Parent Involvement Policy and its school wide plan, in an organized, on-going, and timely manner 

under section 118(b) of the ESEA: 

 Annual Policy Review by Design Team, School Vision Team, Teachers, and Parents 

(Aug.-Oct.) 

 Annual Parent Informational/Involvement Meeting (Aug-Sept.) 

 Final Draft prepared based on feedback (Sept.-Oct.) 

 Final Draft available (Oct.) 

  

      2.  Westwood School will take the following actions to distribute the School Parental Involvement 

Policy to parents and the local community: 

 Parents will be given opportunities during PTO meetings, Family Nights, and School  

         Council meetings to view the policy  

 Viewing a copy in its entirety that is available in the office 
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      3.  Westwood School will annually update the School Parental Involvement Policy to meet the 

changing needs of parents and the school. 

 

      4.  Westwood School will convene an annual meeting to inform parents of the following: 

 School participation in Title I 

 Requirement of Title I 

 Rights to be involved 

   

      5.  Westwood School will hold a flexible number of meetings at varying times, with child care 

provided if needed, and/or home visits paid for with Title I funding as long as these services relate 

to parental involvement:  

 Open House 

 Family Nights (Literacy, Math, Science) 

 PTO 

 Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 

      6.  Westwood School will provide information about Title I programs to parents of participating 

children in a timely manner:   

 School Newsletter-Paw Prints 

 Flyers 

 School Website 

 Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 

 Digital Sign 

 PTO Meetings 

    

      7.  Westwood School will provide to parents of participating children a description and explanation of 

the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student 

progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet: 

 Progress Reports/Report Cards 

 Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 PTO Meetings 

 Family Nights (Literacy, Math, Science) 

 ELL/ESS/Challenge Parent Meetings 

 

       8.  At the request of parents of students, Westwood School will provide opportunities for regular 

meetings to formulate suggestions and participate in decisions relating to the education of their 

children, and respond to any suggestions as soon as possible: 

 Surveys 

 Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 Phone Calls 

 School Vision Team 

 Parent Focus Groups 

 Home/School Partnerships 

 

     9.  Westwood School will submit to the district any unsatisfactory parent comments of the schoolwide 

plan under section (114) (b) (2).  
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Part III.  Shared Responsibilities for High Student Academic Achievement 

 

1. Westwood School will ensure effective involvement of parents and support a partnership among 

the school, parents, and community to improve student academic achievement, through the 

following activities: 

 Family Nights (Literacy, Math, Science) 

 School Vision Team 

 PTO 

 Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 Home/School Partnerships 

 Newsletters 

 Parent Volunteer Opportunities 

 Field Day 

 Author Visits 

 Chorus Shows 

 Book Fairs 

 Coastal Trip 

 Art Exhibits 

 Fitness Club 

 Walk to School Wednesdays 

 Fun Day 

 Round Up 

 School Garden 

 

2. The school will incorporate the school-parent compact as a component of its School Parental 

Involvement Policy.  It is provided to each child in the fall of each school year and to new students 

throughout the year.   

 

      3.   Westwood School, with the assistance of Dalton Public Schools, will provide assistance to parents 

of children served by the school in understanding topics such as the following: 

 The Georgia academic content standards 

 The Georgia and Dalton Public Schools academic assessments including alternate 

assessments 

 The requirements of Title I 

 How to monitor their child’s progress 

 How to work with educators 

 

4. Westwood School, with the assistance of Dalton Public Schools, will provide materials and training 

to help parents work with students to improve their child’s academic achievement:  

 Guided Reading books sent home 

 Family Nights (Literacy, Math, Science)-free resources for parents 

 Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 Parent Workshops 

 Technology Workshops 

 Literacy Workshops 
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      5.  Westwood School, with the assistance of the Dalton Public Schools, will educate its teachers, pupil 

services personnel, principals, and other staff, on how to reach out to, communicate with, and 

work with parents as equal partners, and on how to implement and coordinate parent programs 

and build ties between parents and the school by:  

 Book Studies 

 Professional Learning 

 Professional Growth Teams 

 Home/School Partnerships 

 Parent Volunteers  

 

      6.  Westwood School will coordinate parental involvement programs and activities with Head Start, 

Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start, Home Instructional Programs for Preschool 

Youngsters, the Parents as Teachers Program, public preschool, and other programs, such as 

parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the 

education of their children by: 

 Kids Peek and Pre K Peek 

 Parent Tours 

 Pre K Parent Volunteers  

 

       7.  Westwood School will take the following actions to ensure that information related to the school 

and parent-programs, meetings, and other activities, is sent to the parents of participating children 

in an understandable and uniform format and in a language the parents can understand:  

 School Newsletter-Paw Prints (English and Spanish) 

 Flyers (English and Spanish) 

 School Website 

 Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 

 Digital Sign 

 Translators for Parent Conferences 

 Bilingual Staff Members 

 Canvas 

 Remind Text Service 

 

Part IV.  Discretionary School Parental Involvement Components 

 

Westwood School provides opportunities for parental involvement as indicated under the 

following categories: 

 

1. Parenting 

Parenting services are provided through the district Migrant Education Worker, Pre K Resource 

Coordinator, School Social Worker, and School Counselor.  They work closely with parents and families 

to provide informal opportunities for parents to learn parenting skills. 

 

2. Communicating 

The school communicates with parents through: 

 School Newsletter-Paw Prints (English and Spanish) 

 Flyers (English and Spanish) 

 School Website 

 Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 
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 Digital Sign 

 Remind Text Service (English and Spanish) 

 Teacher Newsletters 

 Weekly Homework/Work Folders 

 Student Handbook (English and Spanish) 

 

3. Volunteering 

Parents are always welcome at Westwood and encouraged to volunteer as: 

 Tutors 

 Room parents 

 Story parents 

 Guest speakers 

 Book Fair workers 

 STEAM lab assistants 

 PTO committees 

 Chaperones on field trips 

 Roundup workers  

 

4. Learning at Home 

Learning at home is encouraged at Westwood.  We view parents as partners in the education process.  

Teachers regularly provide learning opportunities and resources for students to practice and extend their 

learning at home.  Family Nights (Literacy, Math, and Science) are designed to give parents the skills 

and resources they need to help their children at home.  Students in grades 3-5 will have 1 to 1 electronic 

devices they can take home and Canvas can be used to access classwork. 

 

5. Decision Making 

Parental involvement in decision making occurs through the School Vision Team, PTO, and Parent 

Focus groups.  Parents have opportunities to review the Title Plan.  

 

6. Collaborating With Community 

Westwood collaborates with many local agencies and programs that support the children’s learning and 

provide essential services to parents and their families.   

 Full time nurse from the Whitfield County Health Department 

 Junior Achievement 

 Girls Scouts 

 Boy Scouts 

 Boys and Girls Club 

 North Georgia Healthcare Partnership 

 Creative Arts Guild 

 Dalton State College 

 First Baptist Church 

 Business Partners 

 4 H 

 Dalton Fire Department 

 Career Day 

 Dalton Police Department 

 Southwest Airlines Pilot Program 
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Part V.  Adoption 

 

The Westwood School Parent Involvement Policy has been developed jointly and agreed upon with the parents 

of children participating in Title I, Part A as evidenced by discussions and revisions by the Westwood School 

Vision Team, Professional Growth Teams, Parent Title Meeting, and Westwood Design Team. 

 

This policy was adopted by Westwood School on October 1, 2016 and will be in effect for the period of one 

calendar year.  The school will make this policy available to all parents of participating Title I, Part A children. 

Westwood will provide a copy of this policy to parents in an understandable and uniform format and in a 

language the parents can understand. 

 

_________________________________ 

Principal’s Signature  

 

_________________________________ 

Date  

 

Revision Date:  

 

Draft: August 2016 

Staff Review: August-September 2016 

Parent Review: August-September 2016 

Revised: September 2016 

Adopted: October 1, 2016 

 

 


